The South Dakota Public Health Association (SDPHA) T h . m

SDPHAs the only trade associatian South Dakota for public health professionals I S I S

and has long beean outspoken voice on issues affecting the health of South Dakotans.

SDPHAas supported mandatory seat belt usage, restricting smoking in public places, I | I b I I ‘ I I e a I t I l

prohibiting the sale of tobacco to minors and provided or encouraged age appropriate
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statements on various health issues affecting our state. The Fou ndatlon, People and Future
of Public Health in
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South Dakota.

1. To promote interest in public health throughout South Dakota.

2. To develop, extend and coordinate public health activities.

3. To aid in developing legislation for the improvement of public health.

This is accomplished through major activities:

1. Providing educational opportunitiés public health occupations.
2. Increasing community awareness of public health issues.
3. Initiating and supporting needed legislative action on specific health concerns.

4. Enhancing the organization, financing, coordination and delivery of public health
services to South Dakotans.
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What isPublic Health?

Public health is the art and science of protecting and improving the health of
communities through education, healthy lifestyle promotion, provision of needed
services along with disease and injury preventigssentiallypublic health is what

we do as a society to ensure that people are healthy.

The overall priority of public health is to protect the health of the population through
prevention while medicine focuses on individual health through treatment. Experts
have stated that money spent on
Public Health Clinical Health disease prevention gives a better
Population Individual return-on-investment than the
Health Disease higher costs of medical procedures
for treatment of disease.

Prevention and Diagnosis and
Health Promotion Treatment

Public health professionals concentrate on enhancing
health through weHplanned community efforts, created
by following theCore Functionsneed assessment of
health status, policy development and guarantee of
public health services.

TheseCore Functionsnust be included into th&ssential
Public Health Services (EPH®hese services support and
encourage scientific practice and partnerships which build

stronger foundations for public health programming.
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Essential Public Health Functionihe foundation
for public health activities, policies and practices are
applied to all chronic disease conditions. These functions ¢

Monitor health status

Diagnose and investigate health problems

Inform, educate and empower people

Mobilize communities to address health problems
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Develop policies and plans



Public health encompasses a populatizased, organized effort to help groups Our population has improved dramatically during the modern era because of
and individuals reduce health risks and maintain or improve health status. Many  public health efforts. And, without a certain level of health, people find it difficult
achievements in reducing morbidity and mortality can be traced directly to public g participate in many aspects of life, including family and community life, gainful

health initiatives previously established or implemented including: employment, and participation in civic responsibilitids we move forward, it is

a. vaccines e. workplace safety improvements important to not only celebrate the achievements of the past but also to identify
b. improvements in sanitation and hygienef. fluoridation for oral health the new challenges to public health; including globalization, scientific and

c. food safety g. decrease in motor vehicle deaths technological advances and demographics.

d. decline in coronary heart disease/stroke

EVENTNovel
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inoculation introduced into the kills about 10% of the
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EVENTAnNthrax mailing to Sen
Tom DaschleFirst time that
anthrax (biological organism)

was used for bioterrorism in the

EVENTThe first bioterrorism
act on record and similar to
modern day anthrax attacks
Captain Ecuyer of the Roya
Americans, under the guise

U.S. as weapon of destruction
Beginning of National Defense
Management System and
Office of Homeland Security.

of friendship, presents the
Native Americans two
blankets and a handkerchie
contaminated with smallpox.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonas_Salk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poliovirus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Sabin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attenuated_virus

Physicians
Vets and
People who work as professionals in public health have rece Animal
and training in a wide range of disciplines; including medicin
dentistry, social work, pharmacy, public administration, vete
engineering, environmental sciences, biology, law and micro

Dentists
and
Dental
Hygienists

A public health professional is a person educated in public
or a related discipline who is employed to improve health th
a community or a population (not individual) centered focus

Program
Planners

With changes in healthcare looming for the U.S., along with

emphasis being placed on prevention, it is crucial that we In

in these professionals and the profession, especially with the

workforce shortage upon us. The extent to which we are ab

to make improvements in the health of the public depends, Health and
large part, upon the quality and preparedness of the public pveliness
health workforce, which relies upon the quality and relevanc

of its education. T
essential compone

of the public healt ‘
workforce is a dive School
dedicated and cari Nurses
health professiona ‘
Water and
Sanitation
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In South Dakota, as N e
in many other rural — €

states, the presence : )l
or access to servicesis not —
. . -_—
as widespread as in developed ,
urban areas. Public health '

professionals in our state understand the setbacks :
but we are also aware that the organizations involved .
in the health of South Dakotans need to partner more
aggressively and share resources to advance health

Most experts agree that improvement in health over the following

decades will not come from new medical findings or cures, but rather the
broader development and application of populatibased prevention programs,
through the rapid changing health delivery systems. Greater emphasis is being
placed on health promotion and disease prevention as a means to reduce the
costs of care by improving the health of our population.

Services and PartnershiPsv

Organizational and community collaborations are enhanced by the network of
partners within state and local public health systems. This provides more cohesion,
better coordination of resources, and less duplication of services. With more
awareness, the interconnectedness of programs will lead to a higher appreciation
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In the future, these partnerships need to identify strengths and weaknesses, address
quality improvement and most importantly, provide a benchmark for public health
LIN) O0AOSas 2N I a32ftR adl yRIFENRE (02 66KA



